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Town of Ridgefield Police Commission Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, February 12, 2025 at 7:00 pm 

Meeting Location: Town Hall Annex, 66 Prospect Street 

REVISED UNAPPROVED 

 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Sharon Dornfeld (Chair), Issy Caporale (Secretary), Ralph Money, 

Stephen Riebling, John Frey 

ALSO PRESENT: Chief Jeff Kreitz, Major Nick Fowler & Amy Platt 
 

These minutes are a general summary of the meeting and are not intended to be a verbatim 

transcription. 
 

Meeting called to order by Chair Sharon Dornfeld at 7:01 pm. 
 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion made by Ralph Money to approve the January 2026 meeting minutes. Seconded by Issy 

Caporale. Motion carried 5-0. 
 

Motion made by Ralph Money to amend the February 5, 2026 special meeting minutes by 

adding ‘probationary’ before Captain, Lieutenant and Sergeant. Seconded by Issy Caporale. 

Motion carried 5-0. 
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

• Dan Tewes of 304 Main St. shared his concerns with the Commission regarding speeding on 

Main Street. Mr. Tewes feels the addition of speed cameras in Ridgefield would enhance 

safety, make enforcement more efficient, generate revenue, and potentially change driver’s 

behavior. Mr. Tewes cited examples from other Connecticut towns. [See Attachment A.] 

• Chief Kreitz and the Commission stressed that they share similar concerns with regards to 

finding ways to deter speeding in town. Chief Kreitz shared this is a topic the department is 

currently researching, and plans to share an update later this spring. 

• Andrea Beebe of 378 Main St. shared concerns with the Commission about the safety of the 

crosswalks along Rte. 35 which are currently impeded by snow piles, and the need for 

flashing yellow lights at crosswalks. Ms. Beebe also shared concerns regarding handicapped 

parking in town. Ms. Beebe requested that the police department post reminders on social 

media about the mandates for parking in a handicapped spot, including not blocking the 

striped pavement/accessibility area next to those handicapped spots. 

• Chief Kreitz shared that the State has agreed to installing more rapid flashing beacons near 

the crosswalks by 2028. 
 

Ralph Money made a motion to move the first item of New Business up to take place after Public 

Comment out of respect for the remaining guests’ time. John Frey seconded the motion. Motion 

carried 5-0. 
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3. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Planning & Zoning Commission (PZC) requests input from the Board of Police 

Commissioners (BOPC) regarding traffic/safety concerns with activities involved with the 

following special permit request: 

i. 66 Grove St., special permit applicant for a daycare facility on the 2nd floor 

• Bob Jewell, representing the applicant, shared the site plan and introduced John 

Canning to review the traffic study in detail. [See Attachments B & C and associated 

links: https://ridgefieldct.portal.opengov.com/records/104358.] 

• Discussion took place regarding traffic operating conditions and the recommendation 

to add an additional stop sign at the intersection of Grove St. and Old Quarry Rd. to 

offset any impact from traffic. 
 

John Frey motioned to approve the recommendation for the installation of a stop sign at the south 

bound intersection of Grove St. and Old Quarry Rd. Ralph Money seconded the motion. Motion 

carried 5-0. 
 

Stephen Riebling moved to communicate to the Planning and Zoning Commission that the Board of 

Police Commissioners has reviewed the Traffic Study, and has no objection to the applicant’s 

proposal. Issy Caporale seconded the motion. Motion carried 5-0. 
 

4. COMMISSION CORRESPONDENCE 

A. Voicemail – None 

B. Written Correspondence – None 
 

5. OLD BUSINESS - None 
 

6. NEW BUSINESS (continued) 

A. PZC requests input from the BOPC regarding traffic/safety and noise decibel concerns with 

activities involved with the following special permit request: 

ii. 195 Danbury Road, special permit applicant for the installation of (4) pickleball courts 

adjacent to Rte. 35 on the Parks and Recreation property. [See Attachment D.] 

https://ridgefieldct.portal.opengov.com/records/104333 
 

John Frey moved to communicate to Dennis DiPinto, Director of Parks and Recreation, that the 

Board of Police Commissioners has reviewed the Traffic Report for the proposed new pickleball 

courts adjacent to Rt. 35, and has no objections. Issy Caporale seconded the motion. Motion 

carried 5-0. 
 

B. Miscellaneous – 2026 Chief’s Goals 

• Sharon Dornfeld asked for two members of the Commission to take responsibility for 

reviewing Chief Kreitz’ annual goals before next month’s meeting. Issy Caporale and 

Ralph Money agreed to take this responsibility. 
 

7. CHIEF’S REPORT 

A. Traffic / Sign Report – Nothing new to report. 
 

B. Training & Public Relations Report – Submitted by Cpt. Brian Durling 
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Trainings Attended: 

• 10 Officers attended tri-annual recertification. 

• Multiple officers took part in training on opioid leave-behind kits at RPD HQ. 

• On January 15 & 16, Det. Vasquez attended Interview & Interrogation training at the 

Suffield PD. 

• Chief Kreitz, Cpt. Raines, Cpt. Durling, and the 3 SROs took part in school reunification 

training at East Ridge Middle School. 

• On January 20, Maj. Fowler and Cpt. Durling attended Connecticut Intelligence Center 

(CTIC) training at Mohegan Sun. 

• Det. Dardis and Ofc. Olivares attended Unified Active Aggressor Response Train-the-

Trainer in Shelton, CT. 

• Sgt. McMahon attended Methods of Instruction at the Milford Police Academy. Sgt 

DiFalco assisted in teaching the course. 

• Officers B. Romero, Conrad, Matos, Tamburino, Vincent, and Girdvainis attended the first 

of the Emergency Medical Dispatch courses at RFD HQ. 
 

P/R Events: 

A total of 24 Public Relations were performed during the month, including: 

• Cpt. Durling and Det. Dardis gave a safety presentation to RVNA. 

• Several car seat installations were performed. 

• Officers met with local businesses and spoke with employees. 

• Multiple Social Media posts were put out. 

• Officers met with and provided security for houses of worship. 
 

C. Department Statistics 

• Chief Kreitz shared the Department’s monthly incident statistics. 

 

8. UNION PARTICIPATION – No Union business was discussed. 

 

9. EXECUTIVE SESSION – Review Officer of the Year Nominations 
 

At 8:41pm Ralph Money made a motion to enter into Executive Session. Seconded by Stephen 

Riebling. Motion approved unanimously. 
 

At 8:55pm the Commission returned to public session. 
 

Issy Caporale made a motion that Detective Garrett Vasquez be awarded the 2025 Office of the 

Year Award. John Frey seconded the motion. Motion carried 5-0. 

 

With no further business, Ralph Money moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:56pm. Stephen Riebling                   

seconded the motion. Motion approved unanimously.  
 

REMINDER: Next meeting Thursday, March 12, 2025 at 7:00pm 
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[Attachment A] 
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[Attachment B] 
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[Attachment C] 
Link to full study: https://ridgefieldct.portal.opengov.com/records/104358 
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[Attachment D] 

https://ridgefieldct.portal.opengov.com/records/104333 

 

 


